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Maps and travel.  

Resources for this session depending on which activity you choose to do – white paper; coloured pencils and 
pens; drawing pencils; black felt pens; wax crayons; post-it notes; white tak; string or wool; copies of the 
FWCC world Quaker map on Additional Resource 88.C; a Peters projection world map(available to buy 
online); a simple local map of the area from which children come to meeting; large sheets of paper; copies of 
the ‘where do you come from’ circle drawing lower down this page. 

This Additional Resource suggests ways to talk with children about, and make maps and mind maps, of how 
people, themselves, might be going to YMG or to any Quaker event – Sunday Meeting, family events, camps 
or other residential meetings to meet up with other Quakers.  

Maps.  

 Getting to YMG. Make a simple map of how people get to YMG from around the world. Use a world map 
– („Peter‟s Projection‟ world map is good because it tries to portray countries the size they are rather than 
the size according to status or power in the world. They can be bought easily online. Another world map 
will do as well). Lay the map on the floor or a table. Talk about the countries that people are coming from 
– the list is below – (use the FWCC map below to say a little about the Quakers in the different countries) 
and then using wool or string and white-tak make lines between the countries and roughly where Bath is 
on the map. Find where people live and join them up to the YMG venue (Bath) this year. Use post-its to 
write where Friends are coming from to Yearly Meeting Gathering: 
 

      Belgium, France, Netherlands, Germany, Sweden, Denmark, Norway, Japan (Tokyo), USA, Africa 
 

Children could fix drawings on the strings with pictures of how people might be travelling to Yearly 
Meeting Gathering - boat, trains, planes, cars, walking or bike; people might use different types of 
transport depending on which part of the journey they are on.  

 

 Getting to meeting. Use a local map to talk about and find out where children come form – you may need 
to check with parents first. Locate on the map where children come from and then use string or wool and 
white tak to join up places with the meeting house destination. Again, children could make drawings of 
how they travel to meeting and also cut-out drawings of the Meeting, their houses, city, town, and village. 
They could go on to draw a more detailed map - what roads did we go on; what did we go passed? 

 A „where we come from doodle map‟. See the example below. Cut your large sheets of paper into big 
circles – one for each child. Ask the children to draw a big circle pattern like the one just here. Ask them 
to write the name of their Quaker meeting in the middle of their drawing. Then, using different colours, 
they could write the name of each person in their meeting with an arrow leading to the meeting name.                                                                                                               
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A mind map.   

Resources for this session include: white paper; coloured pencils and pens; drawing pencils; black felt pens; 
wax crayons; a copy or copies of the mind map lower down this page. 

Ask children to decide what destination they are going to draw a mind map about – say that it has to be a 
Quaker thing. Show or give out copies of the example below. Give out sheets of paper – have the writing and 
drawing things in baskets ready for children to use. Ask children to write or draw the place or event in the 
middle of their sheet of paper. 

Ask children to choose colouring and drawing things.  Tell the children to look at the example you have given 
them. Say that you want them to make a mind or thought map or a picture of their journey to a Quaker 
meeting, place or event. Read out all or some of these questions and say anymore that occur to you. Ask 
children to think about their answers – pause between each question: 

Why did you or are you going to this place/event/gathering?  What did you or do you have or need to take? 
Are there any special things that have to go with you? 

What about any pets whilst you were or are out or away? Who looked after or will look after your pet?  

How did you or will you get there?  

Who did you or will you go with?  

What was it or will it be like when you get there? What will it be like meeting your friends again or maybe 
making new friends?  

What food was there or will there be? What did or might you need to take? 

What did you or will you do?  

Will there be meeting for worship? What will you tell your friends who don‟t or didn‟t go about what happened 
and what you did? 

What was or might be the most special bit for you?  Maybe there were quite a few special moments. 

The mind map can have words, pictures, arrows and lines and patterns – how ever children want to do it. 
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Friends World Consultation Committee (FWCC) map 

 

 



’

 

 

Resources for this session:  a music player and some music. 
 
Say something like, „we‟ve been sitting around for quite a long time now. So how 
about we do a few stretches?‟ Select some good rhythmic music. Move about gently. 
Get children to „copy‟ you to start. Stretch here, now there, down to the ground, up in 
the air. Gradually increase volume and start dancing to rhythm of the music. 
Encourage everyone to join in. After a while you may be dancing together like Friends 
did every morning at the World Gathering of Friends in Kenya.  

Gradually turn the volume down and ask everyone to sit down again 

If you‟ve ever watched „My Friend speaks my mind‟ - you‟ll understand this!  “Dance 
Party Erupts During Quaker Meeting for Worship Jon Watts”. 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=-XlMkK4_kTg    

Other links to music:  

 Orchestra Baobab ‘Specialists in all styles’ – Track 4 jiin Ma jiin Ma. From Senegal 
– enter the title in website search box. 

 ‘Party for God’ Be-Attitude 5 Rhythms – enter the title in a website search box. 

 Also see links in the sidebar of page 3 of the main pages of this issue of Journeys 
in the Spirit. 
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