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A simple plan for an all-age Meeting for Worship 

 

 

 

Preparation – you will need a small ball of play dough for each person in the meeting, plus some 
extra dough for those who are missing (see below for a recipe). Before the meeting, prepare a flat 
surface in the centre of the room for the dough models to be placed. 

 

During the meeting 

Begin with a time of silence, then welcome everyone to worship. Explain that children’s meeting has 
been considering what it means to be a Quaker and a child today; each child has been thinking 
about their own identity and to what extent they feel a part of the meeting. 

Read advices and queries 19:  

Rejoice in the presence of children and young people in your meeting and recognise the gifts they 
bring. Remember that the meeting as a whole shares a responsibility for every child in its care. Seek 
for them as for yourself a full development of God’s gifts and the abundant life Jesus tells us can be 
ours. How do you share your deepest beliefs with them, while leaving them free to develop as the 
spirit of God may lead them? Do you invite them to share their insights with you? Are you ready to 
both learn from them and to accept your responsibilities towards them? 

Invite everyone in the meeting to take a ball of dough and make a model that represents them. As 
they do so, ask them to reflect on what it means to them to be a part of the meeting and on the gifts 
that they bring, as well as the gifts of others in the meeting, particularly the children and young 
people.  Remind everybody that people of any age can minister in meeting. This can be through 
joining in with the activity or in the form of words. 

Encourage everyone to notice those who are missing from meeting today, as well as those who are 
not able to make their own model; they can take an extra ball of dough and make a model for them.  

When the models are complete, ask the children to arrange these in the centre of the room, where 
everyone can see them and wait for any spoken ministry that arises. 

 

 

 

Play dough recipe:- 

Ingredients for 8 people (multiply to give 
quantity needed) 

1 cup of water 

1 cup of plain flour 

2 tsp of cream of tartar 

½ cup salt 

1 tbsp cooking oil 

Food colouring or powder paint 

Put all the ingredients in a pan and stir 
over a medium heat until it makes a 
dough. Cool and store in a plastic box in 
the fridge. 

 


