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A QUAKER CHRONOLOGY                                          
 

DATE PERSON, EVENT, BOOK, LAW 

1600-
1672 

Elizabeth Hooton a Baptist preacher who was one of the very first Quaker 
converts and became the first woman Quaker preacher.  She was one of 
Fox‟s most loyal friends. 

1614-
1657 

John Lilburne the puritan leader of the Levellers who became a Quaker. 

1614-
1702 

Margaret Fell – the “Mother of Quakerism” whose home, Swarthmoor Hall, 
became the first Quaker HQ.  She was married to Thomas Fell (1598-1658) 
Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster and a prominent judge who, while 
never becoming a Quaker himself, did his best to support and protect those 
who used his home.  Eleven years after his death Margaret Fell married 
George Fox. 

1616-
1679 

Isaac Penington 

1618-
1660 

James Naylor an eloquent speaker, compelling preacher, skilful debater 
and a Quaker pamphleteer 

1618-
1668 

Francis Howgill an early Quaker convert (1652) 

1621-
1688 

William Dewsbury helped to organise early Friends by encouraging some 
to take oversight of the activities of meetings. 

1623-
1698 

Mary Fisher visited and tried to convert the Sultan of Turkey in 1657. 

1624-
1691 

George Fox generally considered to be the „founder of the Quaker 
movement. 

1634-
1663 

Edward Burrough 

1636-
1723 

George Whitehead – one of the „Valiant Sixty‟ – took on the role of 
leadership following George Fox‟s death in 1691 and presided over what 
came to be known as the Quietist period of Quaker history. 

1639-
1713 

Thomas Ellwood was the editor of George Fox‟s Journal and like him 
suffered imprisonment for his beliefs. 

1644-
1718 

William Penn founder of the state of Pennsylvanian and author of No 
Cross, No Crown (1669) and Primitive Christianity Revived 

1648-
1690 

Robert Barclay (Scottish Quaker Theologian) Apology for the True 
Christian Divinity  
(1676) was very influential and became the standard exposition of Quaker 
faith for the following 150 years. 

 



1650 Blasphemy Act made it an offence for anyone to affirm himself or any other 
creature to be God, or infinite, or equal with God, or that God dwelt in the 
creation and nowhere else (i.e. pantheism). Affirmation of such belief was 
punishable by banishment under pain of death.  This law was sometimes 
also used against Quakers and, especially George Fox 

1650 On 30 October the term Quakers was first used by Judge Bennet to 
George Fox at Derby 

1651 First Quaker schism or separation following a dispute between Fox and Rice 
Jones and his followers in Nottingham known as „Proud Quakers.’ 

1652 George Fox preaches to a large gathering of Separatists at Pendle Hill:  The 
Birth of Quakerism. 

1654 The Valiant Sixty were 66 Quaker preachers („Publishers of Truth‟) who set 
out to spread the message beyond the northern counties and included 
amongst their number Francis Howgill, Edward Burrough, John Camm, John 
Audland, Richard Hubberthorne, George Whitehead, Elizabeth Hooton and 
Mary Fisher. 

1654-
1725 

John Bellers, philanthropist, who inspired Francis Place, Robert Owen and 
Karl Marx.  Concerned about the poverty resulting from the Industrial 
Revolution‟s factory system, he set up „colleges of industry‟ composed of 
300 people in agricultural and fishing trades to provide a livelihood for 
impoverished people. 

1657 The name Quakers given to Friends by others was reluctantly accepted 
from this time onwards 

1661 John Perrot Separation 

1662 Quaker Act provided penalties for those opposed to taking oaths. 

1664 Conventicle Act was similar to the Quaker Act but widened to include other 
nonconformists and imposed stiffer penalties including higher fines.  It 
banned all religious meetings other than those of the established church, 
and dispensed with a jury.  {A conventicle is a secret, illegal or forbidden 
religious meeting - especially of the English dissenters and Scottish 
Presbyterian field-preaching during the reign of Charles ll and James ll.  The 
term is also applied to any private, clandestine or irregular meeting}.  
Because Quakers refused to meet secretly they were often arrested and 
imprisoned. 

1665 Five Mile Act forbade nonconformists to live or build chapels within 5 
miles of any corporate town.  This partly explains why unincorporated towns 
like Birmingham became nonconformist strongholds. 

1667 Fox set up five monthly meetings and began a tour of the country to help 
reorganise and consolidate the structure of Quaker church government. 

1668 London Yearly Meeting established.  Its name changed to Britain Yearly 
Meeting in 1995. 

1668 George Fox marries Margaret Fell 

1669 Devonshire House in Bishopsgate, London becomes the national Quaker 
office and remained so until the move to Euston in 1925. 

1670 Conventicle Act 

1673 Wilkinson-Story Separation 

1673 Second Day Morning Meeting established by George Fox to be 
responsible for coordinating and supervising ministry in London as well as 
collecting literature for and against Quakers.  It was very influential and later 
developed a printing and censorship role.  It was, in effect, the executive 
arm of the Yearly Meeting of Ministers. 

1675 Meeting for Sufferings established at Swarthmoor Hall.  It later moved to 
London. 

1678 Yearly Meeting held regularly from this date in Britain. 

1678- Abraham Darby industrialist who developed the technique for smelting iron 



1717 using coke instead of charcoal. 

1681 The Holy Experiment of establishing a Quaker colony in America was 
started by William Penn.  It was called Pennsylvania and its capital was 
Philadelphia. 

1689 Toleration Act results in the release of almost 15,000 imprisoned Quakers.  
Approximately 450 had already died while in prison. 

1702 London Yearly Meeting issued Cautions and Counsels to Ministers which 
left many in doubt of their gift and to withdrawal into silence. 

1702 Friends School founded in Clerkenwell, later moved to Saffron Walden in 
Essex. 

1712-
1780 

John Fothergill an English physician and botanist who became President 
of the Royal College of Physicians in Edinburgh (1754) and a Fellow of the 
Royal Society (1763).  Together with William Tuke he helped found 
Ackworth Quaker School in Yorkshire (1779). 

1720-
1772 

John Woolman (American) Quietist involved in the campaign to abolish 
slavery and who also had a compassionate concern for animals. 

1723 Recorded Ministers.  Monthly Meetings began the practice of recording as 
ministers those who were recognised as „possessed of prophetic insight, of 
more than usual powers of persuasive speech, of clean sober character, 
and of convincing quality of life‟. 

1737 Rules of Settlement issued by London Yearly Meeting as guidelines for 
determining who were members.  Prior to this date there was no formal 
membership. 

1738 Book of Extracts „Christian and Brotherly Advices given forth from time to 
time by the Yearly Meeting in London‟ was issued in copperplate manuscript 
format – the forerunner of Christian Faith and Practice. 

1748-
1830 

Elias Hicks (American member of the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting) was a 
travelling minister of the Quietist and anti-evangelical tradition.  He was 
opposed by those of the „orthodox‟ evangelical tradition and in 1827 split to 
form a separate yearly meeting.  Many other American meetings followed.  
Some Hicksites were Unitarians.  The Friends General Conference (FGC) is 
of Hicksite liberal tradition which is noted for its wide diversity of views. 

1756 Quaker control of the American colony Pennsylvania was relinquished 
following the outbreak of the Seven Years War. 

1766-
1844 

John Dalton the English Quaker chemist who developed the atomic theory 
of the elements. 

1770-
1843 

William Allen the English Quaker chemist and campaigner for the abolition 
of slavery 

1772-
1823 

David Ricardo the English Quaker economist who wrote Principles of 
Political Economy (1817).  In later life he became a Unitarian. 

1774-
1856 

John Wilbur an American Quaker of the orthodox tradition who was critical 
of John Joseph Gurney and in 1845 caused a split in the American 
evangelical Quakers.  His followers formed what became known as 
„Conservative Friends‟. 

1778-
1836 

Joseph Lancaster an English Quaker set up a low cost school system 
called the monitorial system where older students instructed younger ones. 

1779 Ackworth Quaker School opened by John Fothergill and William Tuke. 

1780-
1845 

Elizabeth Fry the English Quaker famed for her reform work at Newgate 
Prison in London. 

1780-
1849 

Edward Hicks a Quaker artist perhaps most famous for his painting of The 
Peaceable Kingdom. 

1783 First printed edition of The Book of Extracts issued by Yearly Meeting. 

1788-
1847 

John Joseph Gurney the English ultra evangelical brother of Elizabeth Fry.  
His followers were called „Gurneyites‟ and in America evolved into what is 
called the „orthodox‟ tradition. 



1789 Elders & Overseers made into separate offices.  Overseers not entitled to 
sit in meetings of ministers and elders. 

1793 Religious Society of Friends first use of this term was in an address to 
King George lll. 

1793-
1880 

Lucretia Mott the American Hicksite Quaker, feminist and campaigner for 
the abolition of slavery 

1796 The Retreat Mental Hospital opened in York by William Tuke. 

1796-
1860 

Joseph Sturge the Chartist corn merchant and peace campaigner who also 
helped start and support the Adult School Movement including the Seven 
Street Schools in Birmingham. 

1798 Joseph Lancaster opened a school for poor children in Southwark.  This 
led to the establishment of many others which became the mainstay of non-
denominational education provision until the passing of the 1870 Education 
Act. 

1799-
1872 

Joseph Pease was the first Quaker elected to Parliament where he served 
from 1833-1841. (Up until 1832 Quakers had been barred from standing for 
election). 

1807-
1892 

John Greenleaf Whittier was an American Quaker poet and campaigner 
for the abolition of slavery. 

1808 Sidcot School founded at Winscombe in Somerset. 

1811-
1889 

John Bright the libertarian and Liberal Party politician who became Quaker 
cabinet minister in Gladstone‟s government. 

1823 Bootham School founded at York. 

1824 Advices & Queries first drafted in their present day format by London 
Yearly Meeting during its evangelical period. 

1827 The Hicksite Separation when the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting divided into 
a Hicksite quietist anti-evangelical wing and an orthodox evangelical wing. 

1827-
1912 

Joseph Lister (discoverer of antiseptic medicine) 

1831 The Mount School established at York. 

1836-
1925 

Henry Doubleday the Quaker smallholder who imported Russian comfrey 
and was the inspiration for Lawrence Hill‟s foundation of the Henry 
Doubleday Research Association which has helped promote organic 
gardening. 

1836-
1925 

Joseph Rowntree English Quaker philanthropist, reformer and chocolate 
manufacturer 

1839-
1922 

George Cadbury English Quaker chocolate manufacturer and founder of 
Bourneville Village.  He donated the building and grounds now used as 
Woodbrooke Quaker Study Centre in Birmingham. 

1842 Sibford School founded at Banbury. 

1843 The Friend (English Quaker periodical) founded. 

1845 Launch of the Adult School Movement which initially consisted mostly of 
Sunday morning Bible classes and discussion groups for working class 
people but later broadened into a non- sectarian movement to teach simple 
skills of reading and writing, temperance, bible knowledge.  It was 
instrumental in the growth of London Yearly Meeting.  By 1900 there were 
197 First Day Schools.  Among its chief promoters and benefactors were 
Joseph Sturge, William White and George Cadbury.  

1845 Wilbur-Gurney Separation among American evangelical Quakers 

1852 Friends Temperance Union formed to express the Quaker witness for total 
abstinence.  In the 1990‟s it became QAAD – Quaker Action on Alcohol & 
Drugs. 

1857 Yearly Meeting open to all Friends, not just appointed representatives from 
Monthly and Quarterly Meetings. 



1859 Quakerism Past and Present by John Stephenson Rowntree provided an 
analysis of the decline of Quakerism and was an instrumental influence on 
the major reforms of Quaker discipline which followed. 

1859 Marriage to non-members without penalty approved by Yearly Meeting. 

1859 Earlham Quaker College created from a former boarding school. 

1860 Peculiarities of speech and dress made optional i.e. the Query on 
plainness of speech and dress was abolished. 

1861 Book of Discipline divided in three separate chapters which later became 
three parts:  *Christian Doctrine * Christian Practice *Church Government. 

1861 Major revision of the Discipline in which over 50 rules were abrogated or 
removed.  These and the preceding two changes were aimed at combating 
the declining membership. 

1862-
1922 

William Charles Braithwaite English Quaker historian 

1863-
1948 

Rufus M. Jones American Quaker historian and author of The Flowering of 
Mysticism which emphasises the light within rather than the historical 
crucifixion.  Founder of the American Friends Service Committee (1917). 

1868 Friends Foreign Mission Association founded. 

1868-
1905 

John Wilhelm Rowntree was a leading member of the Manchester 
Conference and helped to establish a teaching ministry. 

1869 The Fritchley Schism occurred when Friends at Fritchley in Derbyshire left 
to form their own separate Yearly Meeting because they objected to the 
increasingly evangelical tone of London Yearly Meeting. 
 

1882-
1944 

Arthur Stanley Eddington Chief Assistant to the Astronomer Royal at 
Greenwich, President of the Royal Society and writer of popular books on 
science. 

1884 A Reasonable Faith  3 anonymous Quakers critical of dogmatic 
evangelicalism provoked a lengthy controversy and heralded the arrival of 
liberal Quaker theology.  The authors, later identified as Edward Turner, 
Francis Frith, and William Pollard, argue that apart from its degree of 
inspiration the Bible is not essentially different from other writings. 

1886 The Gospel of Divine Help by Edward Worsdell furthered the liberal 
Quakers‟ cause. 

1887 Richmond Declaration – statement of principles of the Gurneyite 
evangelical tradition which eventually led to the formation of the Five Years 
Meeting and in 1966 to the Friends United Meeting (the FUM is part of the 
programmed tradition).  London Yearly Meeting refused to endorse it. 

1888 Guildford Quaker College created from a former boarding school. 

1888 Quaker Strongholds by Caroline Stephen sustained the liberal Quaker 
momentum and became a classic. 

1890 Leighton Park School founded in Reading. 

1891 Friends Anti-Vivisection Association was founded and evolved into what 
today is known as  
Quaker Concern for Animals. 

1893-
1941 

Thomas Kelly American mystical Quaker and author of The Gathered 
Meeting 

1895 Manchester Conference under the inspiration of John Wilhelm Rowntree 
gave birth to the liberal theology tradition of Quakerism, the summer school 
movement and Woodbrooke College. 

1896 Women made constituent part of Yearly Meeting and became eligible for 
appointment to Meeting for Sufferings. 

1900 Friends General Conference (FGC) of the American Hicksite tradition was 
established. 



1901 The Morning Meeting of Ministers founded in 1673 was discontinued. 

1902 Friends Vegetarian Society founded. 

1902 Five Years Meeting of the American Gurneyite tradition was established. 

1903-
1971 

Kathleen Lonsdale the English Quaker physicist and crystallographer who, 
despite being imprisoned for her pacifism, became Vice-President of the 
Royal Society. 

1903 Woodbrooke College opened its doors after the premises was donated by 
George Cadbury 

1906 Yearly Meeting on Ministry & Oversight was discontinued. 

1908 Swarthmore Lectures established. These important and influential lectures 
are delivered when BYM gathers and are also published simultaneously. 

1913 Northern Friends Peace Board founded to promote peace and pacifism 
and to help conscientious objectors. 

1914 Friends Ambulance Unit (FAU) formed. 

1916-
1982 

George Gorman author of Introducing Quakers (1969) which for many 
years was the book given to enquirers.  He also wrote The Amazing Fact of 
Quaker Worship (1973 Swarthmore Lecture). 

1920 First World Conference of Friends 
 

1921 Christian Doctrine (part of the former Book of Discipline) became 
Christian Life, faith and thought which was a substantial new work in that 
it reflected the now predominant liberal stance amongst British Quakers. 

1924 The practice of recording ministers ceased. 

1925 Move from Devonshire House which had been the HQ of the London 
Yearly Meeting since 1669 to Friends House opposite Euston Station. 

1930 Pendle Hill education community (the „American Woodbrooke‟) established. 

1935 Friends Fellowship of Healing founded.  It opened the Quaker Healing & 
Rest Centres at Claridge House in Surrey (1954) and Lattendales in 
Cumbria (1972). 

1942-
1964 

London Yearly Meeting was a member of the British Council of Churches 
under its „exceptive clause‟ which allowed rejection in principle of adherence 
to creedal statements. 

1947 Nobel Peace Prize awarded jointly to the English Friends Service Council 
and the American Friends Service Committee in recognition of Quaker 
peace efforts during and after the Second World War. 

1954 Claridge House Quaker Centre for Healing opened in Lingfield in Surrey. 

1955 Hicksite and Orthodox meetings reunited in America. 

1956 Friendly Persuasion –film starring Gary Cooper, Dorothy McGuire and 
Anthony Perkins about a Quaker family‟s struggles with the Peace 
Testimony during the American Civil War. 

1959 Birthright Membership abolished. 

1959 Christian life, faith and thought was merged with Christian Practice into 
one volume called The Book of Christian Discipline. 

1960 Earlham School of Religion founded as the first Quaker seminary for 
training ministers. 

1963 Towards a Quaker View of Sex published by a group of 12 Quakers.  
Amongst other things its liberal attitude towards homosexuality caused a 
furore. 

1965 London Yearly Meeting decided to apply for full membership of the British 
Council of Churches under its revised Basis but was offered and accepted 
associate membership because of its objection to creedal statements. 

1966 The Five Years Meeting split into The Friends United Meeting (FUM) and 
The Evangelical Friends Alliance. 

1967 Church Government revised to reflect the increasingly wide diversity of 



belief and tolerant liberal attitudes within the Religious Society of Friends.  A 
relaxing of the basis upon which newcomers became members meant that 
membership was granted more easily. 

1968 Fritchley Yearly Meeting rejoined London Yearly Meeting after one 
hundred years of separation. 

1976 London Yearly Meeting approved the creation of new central departments 
to be effective from 1978:  Quaker Home Service (QHS), Quaker Peace and 
Service (QPS), Quaker Social Responsibility & Education (QSRE). 

1979 Quaker Universalist Group founded. 

1981 The Quaker Tapestry was started under the inspiration of Ann Wynn-
Wilson and has a permanent home in the Meeting House in Kendal. 

1986 Quaker Green Concern founded by Friends after the global ecological 
crisis. 

1990 Evangelical Friends International  founded from the former Evangelical 
Friends Alliance. 

1994 Quaker Faith & Practice was a major revision of the Book of Christian 
Discipline and the amalgamation of the previous two volumes in a single 
volume. 

1995 London Yearly Meeting became Britain Yearly Meeting. 

2001 The central departments created in 1976 were replaced by Quaker Life 
(formerly QHS) and by Quaker Peace and Social Witness (an 
amalgamation of the former QPS and QSRE). 

 

 


