
 
Reflection points                             

 
Talking about Quakerism 
 
I’m not interested in religion but Quakers 
are cool 
 

I wouldn’t tell my mates about Quakers 
because they would think I’m weird. 

I wouldn’t tell my mates about Quakers 
because I don’t know enough to explain it 
so I would look dumb. 
 

The religious people I know all seem to 
know exactly what they believe but I 
don’t know if I ever will. 

I don’t like Quakers being associated 
with Christianity because of all the wars 
and bad things Christians have done. 
 

There’s no excuse for believing in God 
anymore because science explains 
things better. 

Truth isn’t just things science can prove. 
 

God is our willingness to be and do good 
– that’s enough for me. 
 

Talking seriously about God is no 
different from talking about tooth fairies 
or Father Christmas – basically childish. 
 

Learning about things like peace and 
equality is not like learning science or 
geography, it’s even more important. 
 

If you can’t prove something there’s no 
point talking about it. 
 

I can’t really think of myself as a Quaker 
because it seems so vague. 
 

The great thing about Quakers is that 
you can believe what you want or have 
no beliefs and still be a Quaker. 
  

I might not think the same in ten years’ 
time so I like the idea of Quakerism being 
more of a journey than a destination. 

The friendships are the most important 
part for me, it doesn’t matter what people 
believe. 
 

I love being able to talk about big 
questions and spiritual things without a 
book or someone else telling me what 
the truth is. 
 

I believe in the inner light but not in God. 
 

God and the inner light are the same 
thing. 
 

My inner light is not enough by itself - 
that’s the point of Quaker worship for me. 
  

I agree with Quaker values and 
testimonies but I don’t need the religious 
baggage. 
 

I’m not too clear about the faith part but I 
do think it is important to the actions. 
 

I don’t know much about Quaker history. 

Learning about Quaker history is 
important in my own Quaker identity. 
 

Quaker history is interesting but not 
relevant to what Quakerism is today. 



It is easier to talk about Quakerism with 
total strangers than with other Quakers. 
 

It is easier to talk about Quakerism with 
atheists than with people of other faiths. 

I accept Jesus as my savior and he is 
with me now. 
 

I can be a Christian without believing in 
things like miracles or the resurrection. 

Quakers used to be Christian but they 
are moving on from all that now. 
 

Jesus is more for setting a good example 
than for representing a supernatural God. 

That of God in everyone is a worn out 
Quaker cliché. 
 

I believe in God the way some people 
define God but not the way most 
believers do. 
 

You need time off from being a Quaker – 
it can get too serious. 
 

Silent worship is usually boring. 

Quakers can be very judgmental – 
especially about green issues. 
 

Being accepted as gay is a key thing for 
me. 

An hour with nothing happening is too 
long. 
 

The ministry in our meeting is a bit 
random. 

I never know what to think about during 
meeting for worship. 
 

Sometimes I feel very connected in 
meeting for worship. 

Sunday morning is the wrong time for 
me. 
 

I like having quiet time with other people. 
 

I don’t go to my local meeting so without 
the young people’s events I wouldn’t be 
involved with Quakers. 
 

Worship is a community thing for me, 
being with friends is what makes it 
special. 
 

Quakers are like my family – always 
there for me. 
 

Quakers talk about issues more than 
they talk about what they believe in. 
 

I’m too competitive to be a Quaker. 
 

I’m too aggressive to be a Quaker. 
 

I’m too lazy to be a Quaker. 
 

I’m not good enough to be a Quaker 

I’m too selfish to be a Quaker. 
 

Quakers accept me as I am, I don’t have 
to be perfect. 
 

 


