
 

Action Points 

Guidance for Area Meetings in supporting young people in 
applying for membership 
 
This guidance applies to young people applying for membership under the procedure 
described in Quaker faith & practice 11.04-11.12. Parents can apply for membership 
on behalf of their children (see Quaker faith & practice 11.13-11.19). 
 
An individual becomes a member of their area meeting, and through it of Britain 
Yearly Meeting, by a simple process agreed and adopted by the area meeting. 
Variety and flexibility in procedures are needed to reflect individual and local 
circumstances.  
 
Membership is fully open to people of all ages and abilities. The meaning of 
membership and the process of application should to be considered in a manner 
appropriate to the age and ability of the individual who is applying (Quaker faith & 
practice 11.01). This does not mean that the process should be any less rigorous or 
the application considered less serious because the individual concerned is young.  
Area Meetings cannot refuse to consider an application for membership merely on 
the grounds of age and it is vital that a discernment process is followed. 
 
Nurture 
Meetings have a responsibility to nurture and support individuals of all ages so that 
they can develop a sense of belonging and an understanding of Quaker shared 
beliefs, testimonies and spiritual discipline. (Quaker faith & practice 11.08). Nurture 
is a continuing process for all who come to Quaker meetings whether or not they 
decide to consider membership. Overseers should be sensitive to the needs of 
attenders, including children and young people, and, when the time is right, 
encourage a consideration of membership. 
Things for Overseer and others to consider include: 

• Do overseers or others in the meeting speak to young people in their meeting 
about belonging to the Quaker community? 

• Include young people in attenders groups or arrange special events – you 
could use material in this edition of Journeys in the Spirit and/or the Becoming 
Friends material (see additional resources). 

• Speak to individuals about membership. You could use their involvement or 
participation in particular events such as the Yearly Meeting Young People’s 
Programme or Junior Yearly Meeting as an opportunity to start such 
conversation. 

 
Application 
This should be appropriate for the individual. It may be that the traditional process is 
followed, with a letter from the applicant to the area meeting clerk and the 
appointment of two Friends, to visit them and report back to the area meeting. In 
other cases supporting Friends may hold discussions with the attender and together 
they may write an application letter or a minute which is taken to area meeting. For 
some a meeting for clearness may be right (see Journeys in the Spirit Youth Work 
edition issue 6 available at www.quaker.org.uk/archive-youth) for guidance on how to 
undertake a meeting for clearness with young people. 
 

http://qfp.quakerweb.org.uk/qfp11-04.html
http://qfp.quakerweb.org.uk/qfp11-12.html
http://www.quaker.org.uk/archive-youth


If the young person follows the traditional process they may want to write a letter 
which gives their reasons for applying for membership or they may choose to send a 
two line email to the AM clerk to start the process. Depending on their age a parent 
or someone in the meeting might help them with this, however it is important that 
they take responsibility for starting the process so the area meeting is clear that the 
application comes from them, rather than being an application by parents on their 
behalf.  
 
Before the visit: Area Meeting responsibilities:  

• Once the Area Meeting receives an application it is important to acknowledge 
this promptly. Young people may not be used to the pace of Quaker decision 
making and it is vital that they don’t feel they have been ignored. 

• Make sure they know well one of the people that is appointed to undertake the 
visit. 

• If they have been involved in a local link group or young Friends group 
consider whether there is an adult connected with that group who might be 
one of the visitors.  

• Make sure the visitors know how the process started (for example show them 
the letter to the AM clerk) this may provide useful pointers for questions. 

 
Before the visit: Things for visitors to think about:  
Speak to them and explain what the visit is for. That it is important and is more than 
just a chat but the people doing the visit are interested and want to know about them, 
their spiritual journey and what they think about Quakerism. 
 
Be aware that they may already feel that they’re a Quaker and identify as such. 
Young people, generally, do not use phrases like ‘Friend’ or ‘attender’ which 
differentiate between those in membership and those not. Consider this in the 
language you use (e.g. you might chose to ask “how long have you been coming to 
Quaker meeting?” rather than “how long have you been an attender?”). 
 
Could one of the ‘visitors’ offer to act as a host for the ‘visit’? If they live with family or 
in shared accommodation the young person may feel more comfortable with it 
happening somewhere other than their home. 
 
Do you, as visitors want to ask them to read sections from Quaker faith and practice 
before the visit? You might want to highlight particular passages from Chapter 11 of 
Quaker faith & practice. 
 
You might think about whether to tell the young person in advance what you will talk 
about or ask so that they can be prepared. 
 
During the visit: 

• Use language they will understand.  
• Make sure the visit is a positive experience for them. 
• Do not underestimate them, their spiritual journey or their understanding of 

Quakerism because of their age. 
Questions to ask/Things to talk about: 

• Why have they decided to apply for membership? 
• What makes them feel part of Quakers? 
• What do they personally gain from being involved with Quakers? 
• What do they like about it? 
• What perhaps is more difficult? 
• If they’ve been involved in children and young people’s activities – at 

whatever level (Area Meeting, regional or national events like Yearly Meeting 



or JYM as well as local meeting) then talk to them about these events and 
what’s been important about them. 

• Talk to them about their experience of silent worship: What do they do in 
meeting for worship? Have they been to meeting for worship for a full hour? 
What do they like about going to meeting for worship? 

• How do they think they might contribute to their local meeting or to Quakers 
nationally? What do they already contribute (they may have be involved in 
some way already, for example as a Base Group Facilitator at Junior Yearly 
Meeting)? 

• Are any of the Quaker testimonies particularly important for them in how they 
live their life? How does being a Quaker make a difference to them? 

 
Following the visit:  
At the end of the visit make sure that they know what will happen next. If the visitors 
are preparing a report for the Area Meeting then it is usual for the applicant to be 
involved in this. This might require a further meeting between one or both of the 
visitors with the young person. Make sure they know when the application will be 
considered by the area meeting. The clerk may choose to invite them to the meeting.  
 
Further Discernment 
If they’ve been involved in children and young people’s activities – at whatever level 
(Area Meeting, regional or national events like Yearly Meeting or JYM as well as 
local meeting) there might be an adult connected with these events that the young 
person is happy for those involved in the discernment process to contact. This could 
be done by the visitors prior to reporting to area meeting or by the AM clerk. 
 
The final part of the process of discernment is consideration by the area meeting. As 
area meetings are responsible for holding membership they are responsible for the 
final decision about an application. The decision may be informed, for example, by a 
minute from the local meeting, a report written by visitors with the applicant, or by the 
outcome of a meeting for clearness.  
 
If the Area Meeting decides not to accept the young person into membership it is 
important that they are supported and nurtured by the meeting. The area meeting 
should ask one of the visitors, an overseer or another adult who the young person 
knows and trusts to speak with them, explain the decision, answer questions and 
support their ongoing journey. 
 
Recognition and Celebration 
Acquisition of membership can be a significant event and cause for celebration. The 
area meeting should talk to the individual about how it might be marked: 

• Do they want a specific meeting for worship? 
• The visitor that is known to them or the clerk of the area meeting or local 

meeting could welcome them into membership after meeting for worship one 
Sunday. 

• Would they like their welcoming into membership to happen at a Quaker 
young peoples’ event? Speak with the event organisers about how this might 
be done. 

• The area meeting should give them a copy of Quaker faith & practice if they 
do not already have one. 

• Remind them that they are entitled to a 50% discount from a course at 
Woodbrooke. If it has a bursary fund the meeting might want to offer to pay 
the other 50% and travel expenses to enable them to take advantage of this. 
Information about Woodbrooke courses can be found online at 
www.woodbrooke.org.uk  

http://www.woodbrooke.org.uk/
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