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Session 5

Other Quaker Groupings & Yearly Meeting
Chapters 5 & 6, Quaker faith & practice

Self-study activities

60 minutes (or longer if you wish)

Do Activity 1, then choose one or more activities from 2A, B, and C.
Resources:







A copy of Quaker faith & practice (5th Edition) for reference - also
available online at http://qfp.quaker.org.uk
Pen and paper, or your own notebook or journal
Set of cards prepared from Activity Sheet 1
Copy map enlarged from Activity Sheet 2 (or use your own large
UK map)
Activity Sheet 3 (Don’t look at the answers on pages 3-4 yet!)
Activity Sheet 4

Activity 2A
Activity 2A
Activity 2B
Activity 2C

Focus for this session: Chapter 5 of Quaker faith & practice, which looks at the
origins and purposes of regional Quaker groupings and general meetings, and
Chapter 6, which covers the history, purposes, functions and constitution of Britain
Yearly Meeting.
Activity 1: It spoke to my condition

30 minutes

Reading + reflection + journalling/sharing
Consider and note down one or more extracts from Chapters 5 and 6
that spoke to your condition or resonated with you in some way when
you read these chapters.

5

Alternatively, you could reflect on a significant experience of attending
yearly meeting or a Quaker grouping mentioned in Chapter 5.
Spend some time reflecting on why the extract(s) spoke to you, or
what was significant about the experience.

10

You could take this reflection further/deeper by:
 journalling
 sharing with a friend
 sharing your reflections online - either in your own space or see
http://qfp.quaker.org.uk/reading/news for links to discussions
http://together.woodbrooke.org.uk

15
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Activity 2A: Mapping Quaker groupings

20 minutes

Card based response activity
You will need a set of cards prepared from Activity Sheet 1 and a
map enlarged from Activity Sheet 2 (or use your own large UK map).
This activity involves matching statements taken from Qf&p Chapter 5
with specific Quaker groupings, as marked on a map of the UK.
1. Shuffle the cards and pick one at random.
2. Place the card on the map where you think it should go,
making a pile of cards for each of the five Quaker groupings
(some statements could apply to more than one grouping).
3. Repeat the process until you run out of cards.
4. Check any statements you were unsure about by looking at
Chapter 5.
Was there anything you noticed in doing this activity, for example:
 anything surprising or new to you?
 ways that the statements on the cards reflect Quaker values,
and not just administrative arrangements?
You might like to share your thoughts on these questions with
someone from your meeting when you next chat over drinks after
meeting for worship.

Activity 2B: A Quiz - Yearly Meeting’s history and purpose

25 minutes

Reading + quiz
The quiz questions and answers are on Activity Sheet 3. Be careful
not to look at the answers on pages 3 and 4 of the activity sheet by
accident!
Read Qf&p 6.02, 6.03 and 6.09.

5

Test your knowledge by doing a quiz about Yearly Meeting’s history,
purposes and functions. Answers from Qf&p sections 6.01 to 6.07 are
given at the end of the activity sheet. (Alternatively, read sections
6.01 to 6.07 first, then do the quiz to see how much you remember!)

20

You might like to try doing this quiz with Friends from your meeting for
fun over coffee!
http://together.woodbrooke.org.uk
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Activity 2C: Researching how Yearly Meeting works

25 minutes

Reading + research + reflection
Read Qf&p 6.08 and 6.11.

5

Research one or more aspects of how Yearly Meeting works, in
particular through its various committees. Select a research topic
from those listed on Activity Sheet 4 and then find out about that topic
from the relevant sections of Qf&p, noting down three to six key facts
about it.

10

In what ways does this aspect of Yearly Meeting’s workings:
 reflect your own experience or impressions of how YM works
in practice?
 express Quaker values?

10

You might like to share some of your reflections with a friend. You
could do this through a face to face conversation or you could do it
online. See http://qfp.quaker.org.uk/reading/news for links to
discussions.
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